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Unit 3C – Representative Processes in the USA

This topic looks at the representative processes of the US political system and considers their adequacy in terms of popular participation and full democracy.

Assessment information -
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

For each topic students are required to answer three short answer questions from a choice of five (15 marks each).

Students are then required to answer one essay question from a choice of three (45 marks).

In all questions, students will be required to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding; analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations; and to construct and communicate coherent arguments.

In addition, synopticity will be assessed through the essay questions in Unit 3. Students will be required to show: the ability to identify alternative viewpoints or perspectives on an issue or question an awareness of the nature and extent of rivalry between these viewpoints an awareness of the significance of the viewpoints for an understanding of the issue or question.

This examination will be marked out of a total of 90 marks.

Topics - 

Elections and Voting

Key concepts:

primary and caucus

elections

propositions

partisanship

invisible primaries

national party

conventions

presidential debates

congressional

elections

mid-term elections

A knowledge of the electoral mechanisms used in the US system and of their significance.

An awareness of the factors that explain the outcomes of recent presidential and congressional elections, including voting behaviour in recent elections and campaign finance.

Political Parties

Key concepts:

party decline/renewal

two-party system

conservative

liberalism

A knowledge of the ideologies, theories and traditions of the Democrats and Republicans, of conflicts and tendencies within each party, and of their coalitions of supporters.

A knowledge of the US party system, of the distribution of power within parties, and of the changing significance of parties as a means of organising the electorate and as channels of political access.

A knowledge of minor parties, their impact and obstacles to participation.

Pressure Groups

Key concepts:

public interest groups

private interest groups

lobbying

A knowledge of the different categories of groups within the US system and of how they operate.

A knowledge of the policy significance of organised groups and interests, of their resources and tactics, and of debates about their impact upon democracy.

A knowledge of how they operate to influence specified branches of federal government as well as exploiting the electoral process to enhance their influence.

Racial and Ethnic Politics

Key concepts:

civil rights

multiculturalism/

multiracialism

black nationalism

ethnic coalitions and

conflicts

affirmative action

A knowledge of racial and ethnic diversity in the USA, of key issues in minority politics, including forms of minority political activism, the extent of minority representation and an evaluation of the policies to diminish racial division.

Unit 4C – Governing the USA

This topic examines the institutional framework of US government and considers the interrelationships between its legislative, executive and judicial processes and the health of US federalism.

Assessment information -
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

For each topic students are required to answer three short-answer questions from a choice of five (15 marks each).

Students are then required to answer one essay question from a

choice of three (45 marks).

In all questions, students will be required to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding; analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations; and to construct and communicate coherent arguments.

In addition, synopticity will be assessed through the essay questions in Unit 4. Students will therefore be required to show: 

the ability to identify alternative viewpoints or perspectives on an issue or question

an awareness of the nature and extent of rivalry between these viewpoints

an awareness of the significance of the viewpoints for an understanding of the issue or question.

This examination will be marked out of a total of 90 marks.

Topics –

The Constitution

Key concepts:

separation of powers

checks and balances

Constitutional rights

A knowledge of the nature and principles of the US Constitution.

An awareness of the constitutional framework within which US institutions operate and of the relationship between the Constitution and practical politics.

Constitutional rights and an evaluation of their effectiveness.

Congress

Key concepts:

representation

government gridlock

the committee

system of Congress

A knowledge of the structure and workings of Congress, of the distribution of power within Congress, and of debates about the adequacy of its representative role.

A knowledge of factors influencing the relationship between Congress and the presidency, and an ability to discuss the policy significance and institutional effectiveness of Congress.

An awareness of the extent and significance of party allegiance.

Presidency

Key concepts:

presidential system

imperial presidency

Executive Office of

the President (EXOP)

Cabinet

Federal Bureaucracy

new federalism

A knowledge of the formal and informal sources of presidential power and of the relationships between the presidency and other institutions.

An awareness of the factors that affect the role of the presidency and an ability to evaluate the capacity to provide leadership of the presidency and of recent presidents.

Supreme Court

Key concepts:

judicial review

judicial independence

due process

A knowledge of the composition and role of the Supreme Court.

A knowledge of the process for appointing Federal judges and of debates about the political significance of the Supreme Court and its impact on public policy in the USA.
Making Progress in A2 Government and Politics: Level descriptors

15 Markers: Short answer questions

AO1

Knowledge and understanding

Level 3

(4-5 marks)

Full and developed knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates

Level 2

(2-3 marks)

Satisfactory knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates

Level 1

(0-1 marks)

Poor knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates

AO2: Evaluation and analysis

Level 3

(5-7 marks)

Good or better ability to analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations, and identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences

Level 2

(3-4 marks)

Sound ability to analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations, and identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences

Level 1

(0-2 marks)

Limited ability to analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations, and identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences

AO3: Communication

Level 3

(3 mark)

Sophisticated ability to construct and communicate coherent arguments, making good use of appropriate vocabulary

Level 2

(2 mark)

Adequate ability to construct and communicate coherent arguments, making some use of appropriate vocabulary

Level 1

(0-1 marks)

Weak ability to construct and communicate coherent arguments, making little or no use of appropriate vocabulary

45 Markers  Extended Essay Question

AO1 - Knowledge and understanding

Level 3

(9-12 marks)

Full and developed knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates

Level 2

(5-8 marks)

Satisfactory knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates

Level 1

(0-4 marks)

Poor knowledge and understanding of relevant institutions, processes, political concepts, theories or debates

AO2 Analysis and evaluation

Level 3

(9-12 marks)

Good or better ability to analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations, and identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences

Level 2

(5-8 marks)

Sound ability to analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations, and identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences

Level 1

(0-4 marks)

Limited ability to analyse and evaluate political information, arguments and explanations, and identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences

AO2 - Synoptic skills

Level 3

(9-12 marks)

Good or better ability to identify competing viewpoints or perspectives, and clear insight into how they affect the interpretation of political events or issues and shape conclusions

Level 2

(5-8 marks)

Sound ability to identify competing viewpoints or perspectives, and a reliable awareness of how they affect the interpretation of political events or issues and shape conclusions

Level 1

(0-4 marks)

Limited ability to identify competing viewpoints or perspectives, and a little awareness of how they affect the interpretation of political events or issues and shape conclusions

AO3: Communication

Level 3

(7-9 marks)

Sophisticated ability to construct and communicate coherent arguments, making good use of appropriate vocabulary

Level 2

(4-6 marks)

Adequate ability to construct and communicate coherent arguments, making some use of appropriate vocabulary

Level 1

(0-3 marks)

Weak ability to construct and communicate coherent arguments, making little or no use of appropriate vocabulary

Reviewing my progress: 

Mock grade: 

Key targets:

Unit 3C Grade:

Key targets: 

Target grade: 

Active Note Making

Notes provide the basis for: 

1. Your understanding of the topic. 

2. Your assignments, including structured answers and essays. 

3. Your revision for examinations.

Note making is essentially a personal activity. You do need to adopt a system and apply it consistently. It is important that you take pride in your notes, keeping them neat and well organised. Copying other people’s notes is never a good substitute for producing your own.

Key points:

· Note the particulars of the book you are reading, including the title, author, chapter, and page numbers. As you make your notes, put the page number in the margin. Also put the date on any newspaper cuttings.

· Never be tempted to copy everything. Select points which support your purpose.

· Try to use your own words rather than copying. By using your own language, you are thinking about the meaning of the text and becoming more actively involved in the task.

· Remember to record quoted in inverted commas.

· Try to distinguish in your notes between generally accepted facts and opinions. 

· Always have clear headings and sub headings.

· Leave gaps in your notes this makes them easier to follow and it gives you flexibility if you want to add points later.

· Try to become involved in your reading. You may be able to visualise events described. Jot down your opinions on the issue and any questions you have about it. Do you agree with the writer?

· Aim to extend your vocabulary as you read. Use a dictionary and the glossary of the book and add these to your glossary. 

Written Work

Structured Answers

At this level you will only be credited for answers which are relevant to the question. It is therefore useful to follow a strategy when answering questions.

Answering the question

· What are the main instructions? Different questions require different kinds of response and the question contains command instructions. For example, ‘Why’ questions expect you to deal with the reasons for a particular set of circumstances, or to explain the consequences of a policy.

· The key words or phrases. It is important to show that you understand the meaning of the question. It may be that certain words require explanation. For example, if a question asks ‘how far’ an institution such as the House of Commons is ‘accountable’, an explanation of the word ‘accountable’ would be required.

· Are there certain issues that require coverage? Questions may refer to a specific aspect of policy such as ‘constitutional’ reform. It is important to focus on this.

Planning your answer

You need to write a very brief plan once you have decided on what the question requires. This is a useful procedure to make sure you have ordered the information you require for your answer in the most effective way. For example, in a question where you are asked ‘to what extent’ the courts protected civil liberties, a balanced answer is required and your planning would take the form of jotting down the main points suggesting the success and otherwise of the courts in this area.
Writing the Answer

· The length of your answer will depend on the number of marks awarded for each part of the question. This will clearly be shown on any structured question you are given. Use this guidance so that you spend more time on more valuable parts of the question.

· Communication skills and the quality of written work are important. How you present your ideas on paper can affect the quality of your answer. Punctuation, spelling and grammar require close attention. Use a dictionary if you are unsure of a word’s meaning or spelling.

· Be precise and concise in order to make as many points in as short a time as possible. It is important that you include precise detailed information which displays your knowledge of political affairs, and that you avoid making general statements which are unsupported.

· Balancing analysis with factual evidence is important. Factual evidence should be used to support arguments and analysis. ‘Telling the story’ of an event is not enough. On longer answers required within structured questions you will need separate paragraphs, each addressing a point which helps to answer the question. For example, if you are asked the reasons for criticisms of an institution, each paragraph should provide a reason with supporting evidence to back this up.

· Seeing connections between factors improves your answers. Reasons for a situation may be interconnected and it is necessary to show this. It may also be more important than others to show hierarchy in your answer. Some reasons may be more important than others and these should come first in your answer.

· Using quotations and statistical data can be very useful. Quotations can be used to support points you are making. They may originate from a politician, or a political commentator, but they must always be linked with analysis and supporting evidence, otherwise they are of little value. In questions which deal with voting figures for example, precise statistics which support your argument can be very valuable.

· Using Up to date examples to illustrate and analyse the points you are making!!!!!!!!!!
Expectations:

 

As an A2 student there are some clear expectations on what you must do in order to complete the course successfully.

 

Attendance:  
Being at every lesson is essential.  Missing just one hour of lessons can mean you

find yourself so far behind you can’t catch up. 

If you need to miss a lesson you must let me know in advance.  
If that is not possible email: 
flumsden@thomastallis.org.uk /dsmith@thomastallis.org.uk before the lesson  and I

will send you the work you need to catch up.  If you do not have access to email me

then you must phone my office on 020 8331 3025.

Homework:  Homework is set to consolidate what you learn in class.  The more

work you do throughout the year the easier you will find revision at exam time.  All

homework must be handed in on time.  Failure to do so will result in a phone call

home, followed by report, followed by contract.

Punctuality:  Lesson times are clearly set out.  Lateness is disruptive to the whole

class—not to mention disrespectful.  As young adults you are expected to be

responsible for getting yourself places on time.  If you are late you may find yourself refused entry to the lesson.  Repeated lateness will result in a punctuality report.

Reading List and Other Resources

(Also make reference to your website review sheet with key websites and those suggested in your textbook)
(* Asterisk indicates where there are copies in the library)

General 

www.politicalresources.net 

www.politics1.com
www.thinkhistory.co.uk


www.greenpapers.com
Magazines

*Talking Politics

*Politics Review

Time Magazine www.time.com
Newsweek Magazine www.newsweek.com
Newspapers

The New York Times www.nytimes.com
The Washington Post www.washingtonpost.com
The Washington Times www.washtimes.com
The Guardian www.guardian.co.uk
Newsweek www.newsweek.com
Political Parties

The Democratic Party www.democrats.org
The Republican Party www.rnc.org
The Green Party www.greenparty.org
Government

The executive www.whitehouse.gov also www.americanpresidents.org
The legislature www.congress.gov also try www.c-span.org
Supreme Court www.uscourts.gov
www.supct.law.conrnell.edu.supct
www.supremecourtus.gov
Pressure Groups

AFL-CIO (union) www.aflcio.org
ACLU (civil liberties) www.aclu.org
State initiatives and referendums

Washington State www.secstate.wa.gov/inits/
Texts

Ashbee, E & Ashford N., US Politics Today, Manchester University Press, 1999

Bennett, Anthony J., US Government and Politics: Exam Revision Notes, Philip Allan Updates, 2001 (ISBN 0-86003-437-2)

Fairclough, P., AS and A Level Government Politics Through Diagrams, Oxford University Press, 2002 (ISBN 0-19-913434-0)

*Mc Lean, L & McMillan A., Oxford: Concise Dictionary of Politics, OUP, 2004

McNaughton, N., Success in Politics: A comparative study for AS and A2, John Murray, 2002 (Core Text)

*Watts, D., Understanding America, Manchester University Press, 1992

And – try and get hold of the TV series The West Wing to watch. Just remember not to use it as an example in your work! A new one to follow is VEEP! (By the makers of  “In The Thick of It”).
Make sure you are on The New York Times mailing list. This sends you regular up-dates of key news stories. 
Notes on other useful sources:
Appendix 1

Settling in Self Assessment and Tutorial. October 2013
Over the first few weeks of the Politics course you have completed a variety of activities. It is now time to stop and reflect on how well you have adjusted to studying Politics at AS level.

	Activity
	This is a strength/I enjoyed this
	This is a weakness/
I didn’t enjoy this

	Listening to the teacher
	/
	/

	Making notes in class
	
	

	Working in groups on…………..
	
	

	Asking questions in class
	
	

	Answering questions in class
	
	

	Taking part in a presentation on………..
	
	

	Using newspapers as a resource
	
	

	Finding information from the library on………
	
	

	Taking notes from a video
	
	

	Keeping notes organised in my file
	
	

	Completing reading and notes from text books and other sources
	
	

	Using library resources
	
	

	Studying by myself at home or school
	
	

	Completing assignments/questions
	
	


	Comments on what is going well and even better if:
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